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 To whom it may concern,  
This letter is in support of the grant application of Edwin’s Elementary School in Ft. Walton 
Beach, Florida. As a University of Florida faculty attached to an off-campus teaching 
program located nearby on the Milton campus of Pensacola State College for the last 20 
years, I have had the privilege of supporting local school districts with workshops for 
teachers and hands on restoration activities for students in the panhandle of Florida in the 
past. My research and teaching focuses on restoration of upland, wetland, and coastal 
ecosystems including restoration of barrier island vegetation. Volunteers from local schools 
have participated in several of my research projects. My first experience with the Okaloosa 
County School District as a UF faculty was in 1996 when my colleagues and I taught a 
science lesson to the 7th graders (about 120 students) at Pryor Middle School in preparation 
for the inclusion of those students in a restoration project on Santa Rosa Island after 
hurricane Opal. These students planted over 3000 sea oats in one day as part of a research 
project conducted by myself and other UF faculty. In addition, the UF teaching program at 
Milton consists of two programs, Plant science and Natural Resource Conservation. Our 
teaching program has produced several science teachers who teach in high school and 
middle schools in the region.  
I would be glad to provide consultation to teachers and students on classroom lessons or 
hands-on activities focusing on ecosystem health and restoration. .  
Sincerely,  
Debbie Miller  
Undergraduate Coordinator  
Professor, Wildlife Ecology and Conservation  
Milton Campus, West Florida Research and Education Center 
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April 10, 2015  
To Whom It May Concern:  
On behalf of the UF/IFAS Okaloosa County Extension and Master Naturalist Program, I fully 
support Edwins Elementary School in its efforts to enhance the science experiential learning 
for students. As a partnering organization, we are committed to providing consultation on 



project development, teacher workshops that utilize the Master Naturalist curriculum, and 
assisting with student fields that reinforce the theories, methodologies, and skills taught.  
Please contact me for further information if needed.  
Sincerely,  
Sheila Dunning  
Commercial Horticulture  
UF/IFAS Extension-Okaloosa County 



 



 



 


