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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this data collection form is to assist Okaloosa County in prioritizing projects submitted 
for Direct Component (“Pot #1”) funds allocated from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund through the 
Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities and Revived Economies of the Gulf Coast 
States Act of 2012 (RESTORE Act).  

The following terms are used in this data collection form: 

• Applicant - the Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
• Project Proposer - the individual or organization completing this form 
• Responsible Entity - the Okaloosa County BOCC  
 
Prior to initiating this data collection form, it is recommended the Project Proposer download and 
review the entire form to understand the range of required information. Tools/data required to 
complete this form may include: permits, interlocal agreements, comprehensive plans, evidence of 
property ownership, and estimated project costs.  Completing all required information in the collection 
form may require many hours; this will be a function of project complexity and proposer preparedness.  

This data collection form differs from the U.S. Treasury Application Form (RESTORE Act Direct 
Component Guidance and Application to Receive Federal Financial Assistance; August 2014).  This data 
collection form was designed to assist the Okaloosa RESTORE Advisory Committee (ORAC) in their task 
of developing a recommended list of potential projects for inclusion in the BOCC’s Multi-Year 
Implementation Plan (MYIP). 

Projects that are identified for funding in the MYIP will require additional information from the Project 
Proposer. Although completion of Part C of this data collection form is not required at this time, the 
Project Proposer is encouraged to thoroughly review Part C to ensure the ability to fully comply with the 
minimum information required by the U.S. Treasury for project funding.  If a proposed project is 
ultimately included in the approved MYIP, failure of the Project Proposer to then provide the required 
project information in Part C may preclude funding for that project.  

Per RESTORE Act guidance, the responsible entity shall be solely responsible for the execution of each 
funded project, including procurement of professional services and/or construction services. The 
Okaloosa County BOCC (the responsible entity) reserves the right to delegate these services to sub-
entities with the demonstrated capability to comply with all County and Federal procurement processes 
required by the RESTORE Act. 

By proposing a project through this data collection form, the Project Proposer acknowledges there is no 
guarantee the proposed project will be funded.  Further, the Project Proposer acknowledges no 
reimbursement or compensation shall be provided for completing the data collection form or any other 
activities associated with proposing a project.   
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Part A: Project Information 

NOTE:  Incomplete applications will not be considered. By submitting this project proposal, the proposer 
certifies that the statements herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of his/her 
knowledge. Any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may cause the application to 
be rejected without the opportunity to re-submit.   

A.1 Project Proposer:  Provide the name and contact info of the Project Proposer. 

A.2 Point of Contact: Provide the name and contact information of the person to be contacted on 
matters concerning this project (POC). 

A.3 Proposed Activity Name: Provide the name of the Proposed Activity. 

A.4 Claimed in Oil Liability Trust Fund After July 6, 2012: Was this proposed activity included in any 
claim for compensation paid out by the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund after July 6, 2012?  

 Yes (STOP.  This activity is not eligible.)   
 No  
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A.5 Qualifying Eligible Activity:  Please check the primary eligible activity in the first column and then all 
other eligible activities that apply in the second column by placing an ‘X” in the column in the row 
corresponding to the qualifying eligible activity. 

Select Primary Activity 
(Select only one) Select All Others 

That Apply 
Qualifying Eligible Activity 

Restoration and protection of the natural resources, ecosystems, 
fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches and coastal wetlands of 
the Gulf Coast Region  

Mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife and 
natural resources  

Implementation  of a federally approved marine, coastal, or 
comprehensive conservation management plan, including fisheries 
monitoring  

Workforce development and job creation 

Improvements  to or on State parks located in coastal areas affected 
by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill  

Infrastructure  projects benefitting the economy or ecological 
resources, including port infrastructure  

Coastal flood protection and related 
infrastructure  

Planning assistance 

Promotion of tourism in the Gulf Coast Region, including 
recreational fishing  

Promotion of the consumption of seafood harvested from the Gulf 
Coast Region  

Page 3 of 6 



A.6 Location of Activity:  Provide the project location.  If there is more than one location for the activity, 
attach a list of the additional locations. 

A.6.1 Address: Provide the actual address for the activity (street address, municipality(ies), 
county/parish, state, zip code).  (If there is no street number, provide the nearest intersection or 
note boundaries on map submitted with Question A.6.2.)  

Latitude/Longitude (if available):______________________________ 

Street address: __________________________ 

Municipality(ies): __________________________ 

County/parish: __________________________ 

State: __________________________ 

Zip code: __________________________ 

A.6.2 Map: Provide a map of the project location and the area affected by the project. 

A.6.3 Property Ownership:  If project requires the use of land, provide details of property 
disposition to include land acquisition, ownership, agreements to use property, permits, 
easements, etc. 

A.6.3.1 Attach documentation (i.e. letter of commitment, Memorandum of 
Understanding, deed, etc.) 

A.7 Project Schedule:  Provide a proposed project schedule to include: start date (MM/YY), end date 
(MM/YY), and major milestones.   

A.8 Monitoring:  During the project & following its completion, will the project be subject to a 
monitoring program to evaluate project success? 

  No 
    Yes (provide information on monitoring and evaluation) 
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A.9 Management/Maintenance Program: Will the project be subject to a management/maintenance
program to ensure project success?

No  
Yes (Provide information on how the project will be monitored and maintained as 
well as the party (or parties) responsible for performing these tasks.) (240 words 
max.) 

A.10 PROJECT SUMMARY

Provide a narrative of your project and why this project should be funded.  Discuss the following items 
as a minimum: 

- Economics of the project: Explain how the overall budget supports the proposed work
o Project Expenditures (long term and short term)
o Project Revenues (sales, donations, etc.)

- Other funds to be used in addition to Direct Component funds
- Key personnel involved with the project
- Specific objectives
- Permits or land acquisition required
- Design status
- Similar project success or if new technology explain
- Environmental impact (species affected, existing plans supported, etc.)
- Risks to implement and maintain the activity
- Jobs Created (short term, long term, and wage scales)

(1,500 words max) 
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A.11 Requested Funding Amount:  How much Direct Component (Pot #1) funding is being requested for 
this project? 

A.11.1 Other Funding:  Is additional funding, outside of this request, being used for the project? 

No  
Yes (provide information on all additional funding sources and amounts.) 

A.11.2 Funding Under $90,000:  Is the requested funding under $90,000? 

Less than or equal to $90,000 (Application is complete) 
More than $90,000 (Proceed to Part B) 

END OF PART A 
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	LatitudeLongitude if available:  30°24'4.01"N   86°40'41.95"W
	Street address: Santa Rosa Blvd
	Municipalityies: Santa Rosa Sound Off Eglin AFB
	Countyparish: Okaloosa
	State: Florida
	Zip code: 32548
	easements etc: 
	MMYY and major milestones: 1. Initial design: Complete
2. Project start: Upon reward of grant funds
3. Construction and installation of nesting platforms to be completed by 31 March 2016
4. Monitoring of nesting platforms: 15 April 2016-31 August 2016 (shorebird breeding season)
5. Platform removal and maintenance as needed: September 2016

Project is ongoing, platforms will be returned for subsequent breeding seasons.


	Yes provide information on monitoring and evaluation: Nesting platforms will be monitored 2-3x/week during breeding season by ECWR staff and/or volunteers. Data collection will include use by target species, number of nesting pairs, percentage of successful nests, percentage of re-nesting pairs and similar data. Data will be analyzed and compared to similar data from natural nesting sites.
	this project: $81,069.25

	Yes provide information on all additional funding sources and amounts: 
	A1 Project Proposer: Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge, Inc. (ECWR)
105 Santa Rosa Blvd.
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
850.650.1880


	A2 Point of Contact: Patrick R. Gault 
Conservation Program Coordinator
pgault@ecwildliferefuge.com
850.450.2930
	A3 Proposed Activity Name: Imperiled Beach Nesting Bird Nesting Platform, Stewardship, and Education Program
	A4: No
	A5: Choice2
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box1: A5-1
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: A5-6
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	A8: Yes
	A9: Yes
	A11-1: No
	A11-2: Choice1
	A9 Management: ECWR staff (Conservation program coordinator, and field technicians)and volunteers will monitor the platforms routinely for safety and maintenance issues. Platforms will be repaired and/or replaced as needed.
	A: 
	10 PROJECT SUMMARY: Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge Okaloosa County Restore Act Proposal Project Summary

Economics of the project: Explain how the overall budget supports the proposed work.
Project Expenditures (long term and short term):

Project Budget

Construction Materials                                                   $13,699.32 
Field And Monitoring Supplies                                       $  2,000.00 
Installation and Maintenance                                         $10,000.00 
Educational Graphics and Curriculum Supplies            $  1,500.00  
Salaries                                                                          $46,500.00 
Administration                                                                $  7,369.93 
                                                                       Total        $81,069.25 

A more detailed budget is attached. The entire amount requested will be dedicated to the purchase of materials for the construction of, placement and monitoring of four protected nesting platforms. Salaries are for 1 year.

Project Revenues (sales, donations, etc.):
There are no direct revenues forthcoming from this project.

Other funds to be used in addition to Direct Component funds:
None

Key personnel involved with the project:
The project will be managed and supervised by the ECWR’s Conservation Program Coordinator. 

Specific objectives:
The state of Florida recently listed four species of beach nesting birds as threatened; American oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus), Snowy plover (Charadrius nivosus), Least tern (Sternula antillarum), Black skimmer (Rynchops niger). With increased development and crowding, Florida’s imperiled beach nesting birds are suffering from an ever-increasing lack of suitable nesting habitat. Because of the lack of suitable habitat, colonial shorebirds are forced to attempt to nest in habitats that while physically suitable, are in less than ideal locations, for example gravel rooftops and narrow causeways. In both of cases mortality and nest failure are increased by road kill, falling (from rooftops), and disturbances.  Additionally, nest success rates are as low as 15% in some remaining suitable habitat, due to predation by coyotes and ghost crabs. In the proposed project area, a historically known colony site for least terns and black skimmers, success rates are further affected by the proximity to a major road on which breeding season traffic is especially heavy. 

Our proposal, based on similar, successful projects, is to construct floating, anchored nesting platforms in the shallow waters adjacent to the existing nesting area. Similar nesting platforms have been shown to substantially reduce if not eliminate nest failure and mortality from predation and road kill. Our platforms will be closely monitored and data will be collected to determine their suitability and success as nesting habitat. In addition to these platforms, we will also include a stewardship component in which we will work to provide assistance and funding for posting, fencing and monitoring of known, existing nest sites. Our education program will include the addition of Florida’s Imperiled Beach Nesting Bird curriculum materials and programs to the ECWR’s educational outreach offerings

Permits or land acquisition required:
There is no land acquisition required. Permitting by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers may be required and that process is underway.

Design status:
The proposed platforms are based upon commercially available modular floating docks, with further design to adapt these to our needs complete.

Similar project success or if new technology explain:
 While the concept is relatively new, similar projects have been done successfully in the past and are currently underway. The Florida DEP is conducting a pilot project to deploy similar platforms in Florida State Parks, and platforms have been successfully deployed and are use in Fort De Soto Bird Sanctuary in Pinellas County.
Environmental impact (species affected, existing plans supported, etc.)
 The proposed project will have little to no negative environmental impact. While individual pairs of beach nesting shorebirds may choose to use the nesting platforms, there will be no direct manipulation of any species

-Risks to implement and maintain the activity:
 Risks are minimal. The platforms will be well marked and anchored, nearshore in shallow water away from navigation channels. 

-Jobs Created (short term, long term, and wage scales):
 The project will require the creation of two field biology technicians positions on a seasonal (breeding season) basis. These will be salaried positions at $2000.00 per month. The project funds will also contribute to the ongoing position of Conservation Program Coordinator.







