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Clean Vessel Act Program



Clean Vessel Act of 1992
ÅProvides financial aid for pumpout and dump 

stations

ÅProvides educational information for boaters

Florida Clean Vessel Act of 1994
ÅSection 327.53, Florida Statutes, Marine Sanitation

Clean Vessel Act Program
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No Discharge Zones

ÅDestin Harbor

ÅCity of Key West waters

ÅState waters within the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary

ÅVessel must have a holding tank and use 
pumpout
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Section 327.53, Florida Statutes

Since 1994:

ÅBoaters are prohibited from discharging raw 
sewage into freshwater or within coastal salt 
water limits

ÅRaw sewage discharge prohibited:
Å9 nautical miles (Gulf)

Å3 nautical miles (Atlantic)

ÅRaw or treated discharge prohibited in No 
Discharge Zones
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Section 327.53, Florida Statutes

ÅAll vessels, while on the waters of 
this state, shall set or secure their 
ñYò valves to prevent discharge of 
raw sewage into the water

ÅOn a vessel, other than a 
houseboat, the toilet may be 
portable or permanently installed
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Section 327.53, Florida Statutes
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ÅEvery vessel 26 feet or more in length 
which has an enclosed cabin with 
berthing facilities shall be equipped 
with a toilet

ÅEvery permanently installed toilet 

shall be attached to the 

appropriate U.S. Coast Guard 

approved Marine Sanitation 

Device

ÅType I

ÅType II

ÅType III



Marine Sanitation Devices

ÅMarine Sanitation Device (MSD) - Any 
equipment for installation on board a vessel, 
other than a toilet, which is designed to 
receive, retain, treat or discharge sewage and 
any process to treat such sewage  

ÅAll MSDs must be Coast Guard approved  

ÅType I

ÅType II

ÅType III
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Marine Sanitation Devices 
Type I
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Type I for vessels 

up to 65 ft.

ÅFree-flow system that macerates 

sewage to no visible solids, 

treats with chemicals or heat 

and reduces bacteria count to 

less than 1,000 per 100 

milliliters



Marine Sanitation Devices
Type II

MSD Type II for 
vessels over 65 ft.

10

ÅFree-flow system that 

macerates sewage to no 

visible solids, treats with 

chemicals or heat and 

reduces bacteria count to 

less than 200 per 100 

milliliters



Marine Sanitation Devices 
Type III

ÅHolds the sewage in tank

ÅConnected to a Y-valve

ÅPrevents direct overboard 
discharge of sewage

ÅMay use disinfectants and 
deodorizers
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MSD Type III for any size vessels



Who Enforces Pumpouts/MSDs?

ÅU.S. Coast Guard

ÅFlorida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission

ÅLocal Sheriffs offices
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Floridaôs Pumpout Penalties 

Marine Sanitation Devices

Penalties for misuse or failure to equip 

a vessel with a Marine Sanitation 

Device in Florida

Non-criminal infraction with a $56 

penalty.

Penalties for illegal 

dumping/discharge of a Marine 

Sanitation Device in Florida

Non-criminal infraction with a $250 

penalty.
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Coast Guard Inspection Checklist
Item 12 - Marine Sanitation Devices:

Any installed toilet must be a Coast Guard 

approved device. Overboard discharge outlets 

must be capable of being sealed.

Source: USCG website http://www.uscgboating.org/regulations/state-boating-laws.php



Clean Vessel Act Program

ÅThe Florida Clean Vessel Act (CVA) Program 
provides grant funding to owners of marina and 
recreational boating sites for pumpout facilities 

ÅFederally funded through grants made possible 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Sport Fish 
Restoration Program

ÅAdditional funds provided through Florida Inland 
Navigation District (FIND)

ÅGrant recipient provides a portion of state match
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Grants for Pumpouts

ÅStationary pumpout units

ÅMobile pumpouts

ÅPumpout boats

ÅReplacement of old pumpout

ÅMaintenance/repair

ÅOperations of pumpout

ÅSewage hauling costs
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Clean Vessel Act Grants

ÅGrants will cover up to 75% reimbursement of 
costs for these projects

ÅGrant recipient provides 25% match

ÅDirect return to the boater from excise taxes 
from fishing tackle and marine fuel
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Grantee Qualifications

ÅFacility must be a registered business

ÅPumpout services must be open and available to 
the public ïincludes private clubs and basins

Å25% of the *approved* project costs must be 
provided by the grantee 

Å75% will be reimbursed by the CVA grant and 
FIND

ÅFree pumpouts are encouraged; no more than $5 
is allowed to be charged

ÅReport pumpout activity for 5 years after the 
completion of the project
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Quarterly Pumpout Reporting

Reports can be submitted online
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Grant recipients report 

quarterly:

ÅNumber of vessels pumped

ÅNumber of out of state vessels

ÅNumber of gallons pumped

ÅMaintenance costs

ÅFees collected



Online Resources
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Florida Pumpout Locations
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Florida Marinas with Pumpouts
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Marina facility

Marina 

facility with 

pumpout



The goal of the 

Florida CVA 

program is to:

ÅInstall 

pumpout 

facilities in all 

marinas 

ÅFocus on 

inland streams 

and springs

Floridaôs CVA Program
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Pumpout Types
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Pumpout Vessel Example

24

Martin County

ÅOffers county-wide pumpout 

services at no charge

ÅTwo vessels



City of Hallendale

Beach (Broward)

Stationary Pumpout Example
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Mariner     

Cay Marina 

(Martin)

Stationary Pumpout Example
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Floridaôs CVA Program
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Monroe County
ÅKeys-wide pumpout program

ÅFour to six vessels

ÅNo charge pumpouts



Floridaôs CVA Program
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City of Key West pumpout program


