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MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM
OKALOOSA COUNTY/CITY OF FORT WALTON BEACH

AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

November 3, 2022 
1:00 P.M.

1250 N. Eglin Pkwy, Shalimar, FL 32579

First Floor, BCC Training Room

I. WELCOME 

II. ROLL CALL 
Board members in attendance; Sarah Yelverton, Mike Kent, Nitsi Bennett, Anita Williams, Bonnie R. Barlow and Commissioner Paul Mixon

Staff in attendance; Abra McGill, Elliot Kampert, Lonnie Micka and Shelia Fitzgerald.
Visitors in attendance; Crystal Harrison with Homelessness and Housing Alliance. 
III. Approval of minutes from August 4, 2022
Recommendation: Motion to Approve

1st:  Nitsi Bennett
2nd:  Anita Williams
VOTE: Approved Unanimously 
IV. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC statement by Chair (this meeting is open to the Public for comment)
None
V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Incentive Strategies Report
1. Public Hearing
Mike Kent opened public hearing. No one from the public wished to speak on report. Public Hearing was closed. 

2.  Review/Discussion
Abra McGill advised that the changes discussed from the previous meeting had been made. 

3. Recommendation to bring to BOCC
Recommendation: Motion for Staff to bring Incentive Strategies to BCC for approval.  
1st:  Nitsi Bennett
2nd:  Anita Williams
VOTE: Approved Unanimously 
B. 2022 Meeting Schedule 

Committee decided to continue with quarterly meetings on the first Thursday of each perspective month. Nitsi Bennett asked about holding some of the meetings in Crestview to make it easier for north county public participation. Committee decided to alternate meeting places. 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 – Shalimar, OCAB

Thursday, May 4, 2023 – Crestview, Brackin Building

Thursday, August 3, 2023 – Shalimar, OCAB

Thursday, November 2, 2023 – Crestview, Brackin Building
Recommendation: Motion to Approve

1st:  Sarah Yelverton
2nd:  Bonnie R. Barlow
VOTE: Approved Unanimously 
C. Expanded Role of AHAC 
Elliot Kampert explained that Okaloosa County is working on a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a consultant to perform an affordable housing study. The County has been in talks with others in the community to include, Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce, City of Fort Walton Beach, City of Crestview, Military, and local non-profits. Elliot also mentioned that he has spoken with Michael Chaney with Florida Housing Coalition (FHC) about having FHC send someone to speak to the County commissioners about Affordable Housing. The County had applied for a grant that would’ve paid for the study, However the governor has stopped those funds from being awarded. The County will be looking at other possible ways to fund the study. The County would like to include the AHAC as part of the review for the RFP that will be advertised. 
Shelia Fitzgerald added that she is thinking the need would be 4 special purpose meetings. 1. Review scope of work for consultant. 2. Public Workshop 3. Look at consultant work statistics and determine possible deliverables. 4. Review Draft Plan. Okaloosa BCC will approve all proposals. Discussion ensued.

Committee is in favor of expanding the AHAC’s role and responsibilities. Committee decide to hold first special meeting in Crestview on Thursday, December 1, 2022 at 1 pm. 
VI. OLD BUSINESS
A. SHIP Update - No Update
B. NSP Update - No Update
VII. OTHER BUSINESS
Paul Mixon asked if Ken Wolfe’s position, Essential Personnel Representative, had been filled. Abra advised it had not. Commissioner Mixon suggested Grady Carpenter at the Sheriff’s Office may be a good fit. Elliot Kampert stated he would reach out to him about filling the position.   

VIII. ADJOURN
Prepared by: ________________________________________
Abra McGill

