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Title:                             Physician at the Scene/Medical Direction  
Policy: 441.00 
Purpose:                        To provide guidelines for prehospital personnel who encounter a physician 

at the scene of an emergency. 

 

Policy:  

The prehospital provider has a duty to respond to an emergency, initiate treatment, and conduct an 
assessment of the patient to the extent possible. 

A physician who voluntarily offers or renders medical assistance at an emergency scene is generally 
considered a "Good Samaritan." However, once a physician initiates treatment, he/she may feel a 
physician-patient relationship has been established. 

Good patient care should be the focus of any interaction between prehospital care providers and the 
physician.  

See sample note to physician at the scene and algorithm below. 

 

NOTE TO PHYSICIANS ON INVOLVEMENT WITH EMS PROVIDERS 

THANK YOU FOR OFFERING YOUR ASSISTANCE. 

The prehospital personnel at the scene of this emergency operate under standard policies, procedures, and 
protocols developed by their Medical Director. The drugs carried and procedures allowed are restricted by 
law and written protocols.  

After identifying yourself by name as a physician licensed in the State of Florida and providing 
identification, you may be asked to assist in one of the following ways: 

1. Offer your assistance or suggestions, but the prehospital care providers will remain under the 
medical control of their base physician, or  

2. With the assistance of the prehospital care providers, talk directly to the base physician and 
offer to direct patient care and accompany the patient to the receiving hospital. Prehospital care 
providers are required to obtain an order directly from the base physician for this to occur. 

 

THANK YOU FOR OFFERING YOUR ASSISTANCE DURING THIS EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Medical Director 
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EMS arrives on scene 

EMS attempts patient 
care 

Physician reports on patient and 
relinquishes patient care 

Physician wants to help or is involved 
in or will not relinquish patient care  

Provide care per protocol  
Prehospital provider identifies self 

and level of training 

Physician willing to just 
help out 

Physician requests or 
performs care inappropriate 

or inconsistent with 
protocols  

Provide general 
instructions and utilize 

physician assistance  Share Physician at the 
Scene/Medical Direction Note 
with the physician and advise 

physician of your 
responsibility to the patient.  

Physician does not relinquish 
patient care and continues 
with care inconsistent with 

protocols   

 

Physician complies   

Call for law enforcement 
assistance and contact 

Medical Commander for 
further instructions.   

Provide care per protocol   
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