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Welcome from
Commissioner
Drew Palmer
(District 5)



STAFF PRESENTATION

By Craig Coffey, Deputy County Administrator



County Support for this project 



"The subject property will be managed as a new park by Okaloosa County
in collaboration with the City of Destin's Norriego Point Beach Access and
Park. Okaloosa County will organize the management, maintenance, and
operation of the subject property and will oversee all aspects of the new
park, including capital projects, construction, procurement, insurance,

staffing, utilities, and rule enforcement. In accordance with Chapter 259
F.S., Okaloosa County will implement best management practices to

support the conservation and public access principles of the park."
(Property closed December 11, 2025)

From the September 30, 2025 Cabinet approval: 



PUBLIC RECREATIONAL
MARINA



Marina Slip
Layout 

Left to right
A, B, C



3 Large Slips – 80ft,
108ft, 140ft. 

49 Slips – 40ft-66ft
+ 1 small slip 30ft. 



No longer upland residential units or a project that ties to a submerged
land lease. The new park will do that. 
Large boat slips are not your normal recreational boater. 
Full water/electric and fire suppression apparatus.
Quality decking with wrapped piling and lighting.
No parking or support facilities in connection with slips.
Immediate improvements – fencing, lighting and security camera.
Planned use as a public recreational marina for short-term stays.
Likely a shuttle connection/park drop-off location 

53 -Slip Marina Overview 



PARK PROPERTY



NEW PARK SITE
Holiday Isle
Area/Norriego
Point



3.99 acres.
Seawall on the East Pass with winged sea walls.
Fronts on Harbor and East Pass.
Transition from High-Density Residential to Passive Park.
There are two parking stub outs and 4 crosswalks into the property.
Full utilities to the site.
Disturbed site – Used as a laydown yard for Norriego Point and Marina
Construction, Graded, Seawalls.
No archaeological or historic items onsite.
Limited environmental concerns - Shoreline Nesting Birds.

Physical Site Overview 



FAC 253.04(2)- (c) “Conservation lands” means
lands that are currently managed for
conservation, outdoor resource-based recreation,
or archaeological or historic preservation, except
those lands that were acquired solely to facilitate
the acquisition of other conservation lands. 

State Definition of Conservations Lands



Have not selected any design professionals. 
Unsure of what exactly is proposed at this time however:

            Marina will not be proposed to be removed
            Parking and other amenities will be necessary to support the recreational marina and park.
            The County will be required to build a park.

Will design for severe weather conditions.
Will follow all requirements for seasonal nesting sites.
Proposing to follow design look/palette of Norriego Point.
Not Proposing an amphitheater or boat fueling at the time.

Project Information 



100+ Spaces (53 Marina Slips and Park Visitors)
Lighting - Turtle friendly
Trail/Boardwalk around property
Stormwater improvements
6-8 ft screening fence on SE side next to condo
Several pavilions and potentially one larger one
Food truck locations 
Fishing platform on East Pass side (if feasible)
No amphitheater or fuel service proposed at this time

Potential Site Improvements 



Unsure of Size or Stories (No more than 2) or
Layout
Marina Offices and Services - Bathrooms,
Supplies and Snacks, Email Center - Similar in
concept to an Airport FBO
Lower Paver/Deck Area and with picnic tables
Visitor Kiosk/Information 

Potential Building
Anticipating a large upper deck with
small snack bar
Potentially a separate catering warming
kitchen for events
Public Bathrooms
ADA Ramps/Some Storage



Park Concept Plan submitted to State



Closing Comments 
Commissioner
Drew Palmer
(District 5)



FAQs and updated information:
https://myokaloosa.com/newparkinfo 

We want your input
Email: newparkinfo@myokaloosa.com


