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Wander into the Wild

Okaloosa County’s landscape is home to one of the most 

biodiverse areas in the country. From nesting shorebirds and 

marine life, to a variety of rare north Florida plant species, 

Okaloosa County is known for its calm beauty while also 

showcasing the wild elements that capture the wonder of those 

who live and visit here.

We would like to encourage you to wander into the wild of 

Okaloosa County and expand your world outside of your home, 

car and the urge to scroll on your phone. As you wander, take 

your time and pause to experience moments provided to you by 

Okaloosa County’s natural environment.

You will find robust and diverse opportunities to explore 

throughout the County with the streams and wooded areas of 

north Okaloosa County and pristine beach areas around the 

Choctawhatchee Bay and Gulf of Mexico that many species call 

home. 

Just as people flock to Northwest Florida for its beaches, you will 

also discover the dozens of bird species that congregate during the 

migratory season near Okaloosa’s waterways.

This calendar seeks to inspire your urge to go outside and wander 

through Okaloosa County’s impressive natural habitats.

Cover Image: A footbridge guides hikers over a stream along the Florida 

National Scenic Trail on Eglin reservation.



Cypress knees are displayed along an area near the Yellow River.
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Shadows are displayed around a sand fence on Okaloosa Island.Shadows are displayed around a sand fence on Okaloosa Island.
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An aerial view shows spoil islands in the Santa Rosa Sound in Mary Esther.
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An afternoon thunderstorm reveals a rainbow over Okaloosa Island.
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A loggerhead sea turtle shows its face while hunting for a meal near the Okaloosa Island Fishing Pier.
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A great blue heron carefully apprehends a puffer fish for an afternoon meal in Shalimar.
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A bottlenose dolphin playfully jumps through a wave near the Okaloosa Island Fishing Pier.
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A pair of divers discover an octopus while performing an underwater cleanup at the Okaloosa Island Fishing Pier.
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A young angler prepares his line while 

fishing at the Mary Esther fishing pier.
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A monarch butterfly rests on a flower on Okaloosa Island.
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A black skimmer makes a move to capture a fish in the Choctawhatchee Bay.
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A pair of pelicans cruise over the walkways at John Beasley Park on Okaloosa Island.
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