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Economic Impact + Partner Edition



Name the ways Tourist 
Development Tax can be 
spent by Okaloosa County.
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Let’s Count The 
Ways

1. Infrastructure

2. Public safety

3. Environment 

4. Arts + Culture

5. Sports 

6. Marketing + Promotion

7. Event Venues 

8. Municipalities

9. Parks + Recreation 

10. Chambers of Commerce  



How many pennies do we 
collect for the Tourism 
Development Tax?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this 
poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6Ijk1MWYxM2E2LTMyZWMtNGQyNC1hYzNkLTViN2ExYTEyMDM2ZiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMVlZY3B6UXJybHFCdmsxUHRsOTBQdlF4OFlwam91c0t0NC1TMndydlJqWTgiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTYxMTQyMzg3M18wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InNob3dSZXN1bHRzIjp0cnVlLCJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiNmU3OWY5MzEtYmE5Ni00MmIwLWFlMTItNDBlNjhjMDJjMzhmIn1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D


YOU’RE ALL WRONG!



Mission:
Make time spent 
here, whether 
visiting, living, or 
working, more 
valuable to all.





What we know: Social shifted the target family’s opinion of Destin-Fort Walton Beach from neutral to positive.

2022 Goal: Optimize to make each platform helpful to our millennial moms.

Opportunity: Become more assertive and make each platform more purposeful to our younger moms

Understand what young mom’s want and give it to them

How to achieve our goal:

● Create a specific channel plan for each platform that clearly defines who we are speaking to and how we are helping them
● Explore new platforms to better connect with our younger millennial moms
● Better connect with our followers and increase two-way communication
● Explore giving moms ownership on our platforms so they can help other moms

FY25 Media Approach 

SEM
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Excluding TDD tax, visitor 
spend benefits the County in 
what ways?
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The Limit Does Not Exist

1. Sales tax 

2. School surtax 

3. Economic 

development in 

small businesses

4. Fuel tax

5. Excise tax (fishing, 

fuel + boat licenses)



How many acres of land has 
Craig Coffey purchased for 
tourism recreational use?
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Craig’s List 

1. Shoal River Trail Head 

(229.57 acres)

2. Shoal River Lodge 

(412 acres)

3. Camp Retreat (297 acres)

4. Crestview Welcome + 

Adventure Center 

(.52 acres)

5. Shalimar Bridge Park 

(.77 acres)

6. Christobal Landing

(.74 acres)



How many film and TV 
productions were hosted in 
Okaloosa County in 2024?
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And 
Action!

1. Member of Film Florida + 

Gail serves on Executive 

Board + BOD

2. Film Commission is hosting 

Film Florida meeting here in 

May 2025

3. Association of Film 

Commissions International 



How many local businesses 
participate in our Partner 
Program?
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Name a brand that 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach 
has partnered with.
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How many beach flag safety 
text messages did we send 
in 2024?
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How many Chamber events 
did Ryan and Ron attend in 
2024?
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Brand + Marketing
Destination Stewardship

Meetings + Events
Edition



PRIZE:
A seat on an upcoming artificial 

reef vessel deployment!



"A bite sized challenge that makes it 
easy for families to get outside and 
on the water."
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The number of Welcome + 
Adventure Centers that are 
in Okaloosa County.
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1. Okaloosa Island Welcome + 

Adventure Center

2. Crestview Welcome + 

Adventure Center

3. Destin-Fort Walton Beach 

Airport Welcome Center

Welcome 
In!

1. Okaloosa Island Welcome + 

Adventure Center

2. Crestview Welcome + 

Adventure Center

3. Destin-Fort Walton Beach 

Airport Welcome + 

Adventure Center



The approximate number of 
media visits Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach had in 2024.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C8fbrBVPN0W/


Jennifer spent the day aboard the SS 
United States facilitating national media 
interviews. Name the dollar amount of 
media coverage garnered. 

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this 
poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6Ijc1OTA4N2U5LTEwODktNDU0YS1iNWQ3LTc4OGY5YTdmZjMzNiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMVlZY3B6UXJybHFCdmsxUHRsOTBQdlF4OFlwam91c0t0NC1TMndydlJqWTgiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTEwMzEwMTgyNDZfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZSwicG9sbFF1ZXN0aW9uVXVpZCI6IjIwNjQ3OWMxLWI4NWEtNDFjNS05NTQ3LWU0MmJhMTU2YTVkOCJ9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmFua2luZw%3D%3D


Move That 
Boat!

1. CBS Sunday Morning

2. CNN 

3. NPR 

4. Associated Press 



The number of Little Adventure Outposts 
available for families to explore in 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach.
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The number of small businesses 
currently participate in Destination 
Stewardship programs.
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The adventure that will be 
highlighted in the next Destination 
Stewardship pilot program.
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How many Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach Scouts are 
there?
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The reason 2024 was a banner 
year for the Destin-Fort Walton 
Beach Convention Center?
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The year the Roller Derby started at 
the Destin-Fort Walton Beach 
Fairgrounds+Event Center?
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The number of event venues 
currently operated by 
Okaloosa County Tourism.
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1. Okaloosa Island Welcome + 

Adventure Center

2. Crestview Welcome + 

Adventure Center

3. Destin-Fort Walton Beach 

Airport Welcome Center

1. Convention Center

2. Fairgrounds + Event Center

3. Baker Recreation + 

Equestrian Center

4. Shoal River Preserve

5. Camp Retreat 

Booked + Busy



The number of Meetings + 
Events team members.
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Leveling 
Up!

1. Convention Center - 26

2. Sales - 6

3. Venues - 9



AND THE WINNER IS…



Natural Resources + Destination Projects 
Edition 



TEAM PRIZE:
Attend + judge an evening of 

Emerald Coast Open Restaurant 
Week!



How many miles long is the 
new bike path connecting 
Okaloosa Island to Destin?
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TDD is currently installing a reimagined 
playground at Marler Park. What 5 sea 
animals are integrated for kids to enjoy 
and learn about?
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Before 

After 



How many beach safety 
signs were installed along 
our beaches?
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What is the statewide project that the TDD 
is helping to complete in the north end of 
the county?
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What is the name of the 
turtle Jessica appears as at 
local events?
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How many public artificial 
reefs sites can you find in 
Okaloosa County?
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How many no wake signs 
and buoys does Natural 
Resources manage?
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How many lionfish have 
cleared TSA at Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach Airport?
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AND THE WINNING TEAM IS…



Questions?



1. Okaloosa Island Welcome + 

Adventure Center

2. Crestview Welcome + 

Adventure Center

3. Destin-Fort Walton Beach 

Airport Welcome Center

1. Emerald Coast Open 

Restaurant Week  

applications: due Friday, 

2/14

2. Trends + Research Partner 

Zoom meeting on March 5th

3. Stick around for 

             “Teaming Up With The TDD”

Don’t Forget!




